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Kaxxnoe HOBoE HM31aHuE, BO3BPAILAOLIEE BHIPBAHHOE U3 ITAMATH HapoAa UMsl, — BaXK-
Heiliee coObITHE B HAYYHOH 1 0011IeCTBEHHOM skn3HU cTpanbl. Knura «Hukonait AHnugepos.
“TakoBa Haia ku3Hb B mucbMax’”: [Tucbma pomsbM U apy3bam (1900-1950-e ronpny — mep-
Bas MyOJIUKaIUs SMUCTOSPUS BBIIAIOLIETOCS HCTOpUKA U tuTeparypoBena. Huxonaii [Tasmo-
BUY AHLU(DEPOB, pEIIPECCUPOBAHHBINA B I'O/IbI CTAJIMHCKOM BIacTH, ObUI U3THAH U3 HAyYHOU
00IIeCTBEHHOCTH U 3a0BIT HA JIONTHE ToAbl. B JaHHOE M3aHne BOIIN MMChMa, BBISBICHHbIC
cocraBuTensiMu B Otaenax pykomnuceil ['ocynapcTBeHHOro nucropuieckoro myses, Poccnii-
CKOU HAIIMOHAaNIbHOM U Poccuiickoil rocyapcTBeHHOM OMOIHOTEK.

[lepBrie myOnukanuu auteparypHoro Hacinenaus Hukonmas AHmudepoBa OTHOCSTCS
K Havaiy 1990-x rT., TOTJa BIIEpPBBIC HA CyJ YMTATEJICH OBLIM MPEICTaBICHBI €T0 BOCIIOMH-
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Hauus «W3 gym o Obutom» [1]. DTH MeMyaphl CTalu 4acThIO TUTEPATypPHOTO B3PhIBA IIOXH
IlepecTpoiiku, Korna B 00IIECTBO HaYalIu BO3BPAILAThCS MMEHA YHUUYTOKEHHBIX CTATMHCKOM
BJIACTBIO JIesiTeNeil HayKu U KyJbTyphl. B 3T0T nepuon, Ha (hoHE Tak Ha3bIBaeMOW «TpeTheil
BOJTHBI peadMIHTaIluny, MOAHITON «mnepectpoeuHoi» Komuccueit [Tomuroropo 1K KIICC,
B 0011ecTBEHHOM MbICIIM Poccuu mpou3orien He MPOCTO CEPhE3HBIN CJIOM, a camasi HacTOsI-
11ast peBOJIOIMS. BriepBbie 0co3HaB, UTO TaKOe «CBOOO/IA CII0BAY, COBETCKOE 0OIIECTBO CTpe-
MUJIOCh Y3HaTh «BCIO IIPaBIy», B TOM YHUCIIE U O MEPUOJE CTaIMHU3Ma. Bece moHumanu, 4yto
KHUTh KaK PaHbIIe HEllb3s, HO KaK HayaTh HOBYIO *KHM3Hb — He 3HaJ HUKTO. [IpoOyxnenue
oT OecripaBus U Oe3MBICIINS HA4aJI0Ch C BO3POXK/IECHUS UMEH, C MEPBBIX MyOIUKaIMA 4ya0M
COXPaHMBILETOCS HACIEIUs TEX, KTO ObLIT OKJIEBETaH U Npe/iaH 3a0BeHn0. Bockpecuts mroaeit
HEBO3MOYKHO, HO MOKHO BEPHYTh UX I'0JI0C U CJI0BO Y€pe3 PYKOMHUCH, KOTOPbIE Ha TPOTSHKEHUN
JEeCSTUIICTUN OBLTH CIIPATAHBI M 3a0BITHI B CEKPETHBIX CHeN(oHaX U TOMAIIHUX apXUBaXx.
B MoOIIHOM MOTOKE 3a4acTyl0 HEMOCIeI0BATENbHBIX, MOPOi CyMOYPHBIX U HEOCMBICIEHHBIX
nyOnuKaluii paHee «3anpelieHHOW», KaK XyJI0KeCTBEHHOH, Tak M Hay4YyHO-IyOIHIIUCTHYE-
CKOH nuTeparypsl, MeMyapbl Hukonas AHundepoBa He «yTOHYIN», a CTaJIM 3HAKOBBIM sIBJIE-
HHUEM SIOXH.

CeroaHsi, ciycTs TPUALIATH JIET MOCe MEPBBIX MyOnukanuii BocnomuHanuit H. Aniu-
(bepoBa, HCKpEHHHI UHTEPEC K €ro CyJp0e He OCTHUI, a Mepemies B MPUHIIMITHAIBHO HOBYIO
(azy, Korga COBpEMEHHBIM MOAXO0 K MCTOPUU OOIIeCcTBa HEMBICIHM 0e3 Tak Ha3bIBaeMOU
MUKPOMCTOPUH, UCTOPUM OTAEIBHBIX JIOAEH-HOCUTENIEH IMOBCEIHEBHBIX UHTEPECOB AIIOXH.
HcTtopus moBCeIHEBHOCTH, Kak 0c000€ HalpaBlIeHUE B UCTOPUYECKOM Hayke, cOCpenoTo-
YEHHOE Ha OOBIIEHHOM MHpE OOBIYHBIX JIOJCH, ¢ MX 3a00TaMu, paoCTIMU U CTPAaJaHUAMU,
II03BOJISIET BBECTH B IIPOOJIEMHOE I10JI€ HAYKH KYJIbTYPHO-UCTOPUUYECKUE SIBJICHUS BO BCEM UX
MHOroo0pa3uu U MHOrorpaHHocTH. OcoOyro IIEHHOCTh 3TO HaIlpaBJIEHUE NMPUOOPETAET IpHU
W3YyYEHUNU NEPEIOMHBIX, TPArHUeCKUX MEPUOAOB B UCTOPUU cTpaHbl. IMEHHO Takasi MUKpO-
uctopuss — xu3Hb Hukonas Auuudeposa B 1900-1950-e rr. mpencraer nepe HaMu B €ro
MUCbMax, e OoJsblIas 4acTh MEPENUCKU MPUXOAUTCA Ha TOJIbl, MPOBEJICHHBIE B CCBHUIKE,
B 3axmroueHnn Ha ComnoBkax u bamnare (B mae 1938 1. bamnar 6s11 pachopmupoBaH, u AHITH-
(depoB okazaincs B Amypiare). JlarepHsle muchbma JuTepaTopa U TaJaHTIMBOIO IHUCATENs
H. AammdepoBa cTaHOBATCS LIEHHBIM UCTOUYHUKOM iist n3yueHust ucropuu ['YJIATl'a u mac-
COBBIX pemnpeccuii, 0COOEHHO B YacTU PEKOHCTPYKIIMH TOBCEJIHEBHOCTHU JIATEPHOTO COLH-
yma. ['VJIAT, uepe3 kotopslit ¢ 1930 1. mo 1956 r. npouuu 20 MiIH YenoBeK, U3 HUX Oolee
4 MJTH OCY>KAECHHBIX 0 NOJIUTUYECKUM MOTHBaM, CTaJl OAHOHN U3 (GOpM OpraHU3aluu COBET-
ckoro obmecTBa. Kak nmuiier oguH U3 COBPEMEHHBIX HCCIIEIOBATENIEH JIATEPHOIO COLMyMa
. B. VYnoBenko, «3To ObUI CBOETO PO/a COLUATIbHBIA KCIIEPUMEHT, KOTOPBIM BIIOJHE BIH-
CBIBAJICSI B MAPKCHUCTCKO-JIEHMHCKOE Y4eHHe 0 rocyaapcrse. O0urarenu narepei, JIMIeHHbIe
IIpaB CBOOOIHBIX IPax/iaH, IPEACTaBISLIN COOOM, 10 CYTH, OAHOPOIHYIO MAacCy MPOMBIIILICH-
HOTO MpoJIeTapuara, JUILEHHOTO KamuTajaa U 4acTHOM coocTBeHHOCTH. C 3TOM TOUKH 3peHHs
I'VJIAT" npencrapisn coboii B HEKOTOPOM pojie PpyTypucThdeckoe o0ImecTBO, OCHOBAHHOE
Ha NMPUHLIMIAX JUKTATyphl IpoJeTapuara, Iie NpeicTaBUTeIn KpUMUHAIBHOTO MHpa, Kpe-
CThSIHE, CITy>KaIll1e, UHTEJTUTeHLMS OBbLIIN CKOHIIECHTPHUPOBAHbI B PAMKaX KOHKPETHOTO Jlarepst
C PaBHBIMHU BO3MOXKHOCTSIMH, ITpaBaMH 1 00SI3aHHOCTAMHU U TPYAMJIMChH IUIEUOM K Iuieuy» [3,
c. 205]. UcTopukaMu JOBOJIBHO NOAPOOHO M3yueHa HOPMATUBHO-IIPaBoOBasi 0asa JesTeabHO-
ctu I'VJIATa, ero ponb B 5KOHOMHUKE CTPAHBI, UCCIEA0BAHA AEATEIBHOCTh OTAEIIBHBIX JIare-
peii, HoO BOMPOC MOBCEIHEBHOCTH JIATE€PHOIO MHUpa U (PeHOMEHA JIarepHOro COLIMyMa OCTa-
eTcsl OTKPBITBIM. CIIO)KHOCTh B MCCIIEJOBAaHUM JAHHOM MPOOIEMbI BBI3BIBAET MPEKIE BCETO
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HCTOYHHUKOBAs 0a3za. B pacropsKeHNU HCTOPUKOB HAXOAUTCS OOraThlii MACCUB O(PHIINATBHOM
noxkymenTaruu I'YJIAT'a, KOTOpbIii gaeT Takyro ke 0pUIHaIbHy0 KapTHHY JarepHOM KU3HH,
HO B3IJISTHYTh Ha JIarepb Kak 0c000€e MPOCTPAHCTBO U MHP, KAKMM €T0 BUAEITH 3aK/II0OUCHHBIE,
MOTYT IO3BOJIUTH TOJIBKO TaK HAa3bIBAEMBIE 3r0-UCTOUYHUKH, 3TO B MIEPBYIO OUEPEb MHCHMA
u BocrioMuHaHus. CTOMT OTMETHUTb, YTO JIar€pHas MEPerucKa MpeiCcTaBiIsieT HauOOoIbIIYIO
3HAaYMMOCTb, TaK KaK IMOLIMOHAJIbHAS OLIEHKA CHIOMUHYTHON CUTYalll1 BBICTYTIAET 3/1€Ch KaK
HanOoee OObEKTUBHBIN MCTOYHHUK B HMCCIICIOBAHUH JIATepHOU ku3HH. OCO00W KYIBTYpOu
SIUCTOJIIPHOTO KaHpa BBIIEIAIOTCS MHUCbMa MPEACTABUTEICH TAK HA3bIBAEMOH «CTapou»,
JIOPEBOJIIOLIMOHHON MHTETUTEeHIIMU. MHOTHe U3 HUX, Kak 1 H. AHuudepos, 6but1 apecTo-
BaHbl M OCYXKIEHBl KaK «aHTHCOBETCKHME 2JIEMEHTH U «Bparu Hapona». Bce ux pykomnucu
M3BIMAJIMCh BO BPEMs apecTa U 00bICKa M OTHPABIIUIUCH B CHEIIXPAH, HO Y ITUCEM, OTIIPaBIICH-
HBIX JIPY3bsIM U OJTU3KUM, YIIEJIEBIINM B )KEPHOBAX pENpeccuil, ObUT IIAHC COXPaHUTHCS. Tak
CIIy4MIIOCh M ¢ mucbMamMu Hukomnast Aniudgeposa.

B nanHOM m3naHuu OoJbIIasi 4acTh MHUCEM OTHOCHTCA KO BPEMEHHU IpeObIBaHUS
H. AnnudepoBa B cChIIKE M UCIIPABUTEIBHO-TPYAOBBIX JIarepsix, YTO BIIOJHE 3aKOHOMEPHO:
Huxkomnaii [TaBnoBrY ObUT apecTOBaH TPUXKABI U IITYOOKO MEPEKUBA OTOPBAHHOCTH OT CEMBH.
B ero nucbMax poHBIM U APY3bSIM MOXKHO IPOCIIEINTh, KAK MEHSUIACh CUCTEMA HAKa3aHUs B
1930-€ IT., KaK kecT4ye U 0€3)KAIOCTHEN CTAaHOBHIACH OHA 110 OTHOIIEHHIO K 3aKIIOUEHHBIM.
[ocnennuit apect H. Anuudeposa Beiman Ha nepuoa bonbinoro teppopa, korma 3a 1937—
1938 rr. Op1TH apecTOBaHBI OJITOPA MUJITMOHA YEJIOBEK, U3 KOTOpbIX Oonee 700 Thic. — pac-
ctpensaHsbl, 800 ThIC. — OTNpaBieHbl B UCIpaBUTENbHO-TpyA0BbIe Jareps (PTACIIN. @. 17.
Omn. 171. . 489. JI. 23). Cpenu Hux oka3ancs u Hukomnait AHIugepos, OH ye UMeN CyIu-
MocTh 10 ctathe 58 YK PCOCP B 1929 . u 1930 1. 1, 6€3yCI0BHO, HAXOJAWIICS B KapTOTEKE
HKB/] kak «Bpar Hapo/1a», 4To 0110 O0JIee YeM JT0CTAaTOYHO AJIst HOBOTO apecTa U MIPUTOBOPA.
B narepsix, B CBSI3U ¢ MOILITHBIM IIOTOKOM NMPHOBIBAIONINX ATAIOB, CIOKUIOCH KaTacTpoduye-
CKOE€ TMOJIOKEHUE C MUTaHHUEM, 00eCIIEUeHNEM JIAaTepHUKOB OJCKI0U U 00yBbIO, a B Oapakax
LapuiIa Mep30CTh 3amycTeHus U antucanurapus. H. Annudepos nomnan B baiikano-Amypckuii
WTIJI (bamnar), pacnonoxeHHbI B XabapoOBCKOM Kpae, KpYIMHEUIIHA Ha TOT MOMEHT Jiarepb
B CCCP. B 1938 . B HeMm conepxanuch 6onee 200 Thic. 4eOBEK, KOTOPhIe ObLIN 3aHATHI Ha
CTPOMTENBCTBE KEJIE3HOW JTIOPOTH, a TAKIKE Ha CEJIbCKOXO35MCTBEHHBIX paboTax. B apxuBax
COXPaHWINCH JOKYMEHTHI O YpE3BbIYANHO TSYKEIOM ITOJI0KEHUH 3aKII04eHHbIX bamitara. Taxk,
MIPOKYPOpPCKasi MpOBEPKa, MpoBeicHHas B ssHBape-(eBpane 1938 r., UMeHHO B 3TO BpeMs TaM
Haxoauics U Hukomait Annugepon ycranoBuia: «M3 npuxosMIinx 3TaloB CHUMAIOT MEpT-
BBIX 3aMep3lInX (MOCKOBCKHUH 3Tam)... B bamiare Het B 3amace HU OfHOM mapsl O€mbsi, HU
carior, HU Of1eX/1bl. Teno y HUX MOKPBITO CTPYIBSIMH, TI0 UXHUM PyOUIIIaM COTHSIMHU TOJI3aI0T
BIIM. Mbu1a HeT. MHOTHM HE B Y€M BBIITH B YOOPHYIO... A pa3/ieThie 3Tarbl Bce UIYT U UAYT
Ha HOBYIO Tpaccy pasyThele, pa3zeTsle, a y Hac 20—50 rpaxycoB Mopo3a. JKuibs HeT. CTpouTh
xuibe HedeM. Het uHCTpyMEHTOB, i1, TonopoB. Yto nenars? KupoB mogonry He ObIBaeT.
[onoxenue ¢ nuranueM karactpoduyeckoe. Ceituac B iyOUHY TalTH, 10 pacIyTHIIbI, OyieT
3abporeHo 60—70 ThICsY 3aKiIIOYeHHBIX. JIIOMM MOTYT OKa3aTrbesi €3 MUTaHUs, OTPE3aHHbIE
OT MHpa HETPOXOJUMBIMH 00JI0TaMH 10 HOSIOps MecAna. .. JIioamu cMOTpST 3BepsiMH, a HEKO-
TOpbIe MoyiynoMmenianbl. Her cBexxux oBoued. A mrofeil Bce HUTIOT U IUTIOT. 3a 3 Mecsna
npubsuio 75 000, Ha Konecax cronbko xke» (IA PO. @. 8§131. On. 37. JI. 111. JI. 7-7 006.).
37O c0Ba HE M3 MHCbMa OTYASIBILIETOCS JIATE€PHHUKA, HE U3 BOCTIOMHUHAHUI OBIBIIETO 3aKJIIO-
YEHHOTO, M 3/1eCh HET HHU KaIUIM CYOBEKTUBHOCTH M MPEYBEIUUCHUS: MPUBEICHHbBIC (DAKTHI
cozepkatcst B opHIMaIbHOM J0KIaae, HanpasieHHoM [Ipokypopom CCCP A. f. Bprmun-
ckuM Hapkomy BHyTpeHHHX nen CCCP H. U. ExoBy. B 310 xe Bpems H. Anuudepos B
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nucbMax K xeHe Codne AnexcaHapoBHe ['apenuHoON Takke YIOMHHAET O TSHKEIOH HEBbI-
HOCHMOM JKM3HU B JIar€pe, HO HACTOSILEE UCIIBITAHUE I HETO HE TSKEJIBIA TPYJ U TOJOA:
nucbMa AHiudepona u3 bamiiara — 3T0 KpUK OTYastHUS BCEX, KTO, KaK M OH, CTOJIKHYJICS B
Jarepe «JIUIOM K JIUIY» C «yTOJIOBHBIM» MHPOM, C TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIMH «OJIATHBIMU», KOTOPbIE
OTKPOBEHHO TEPPOPU3NPOBAIN 3aKIHOUEHHBIX-«ITOIIUTUKOBY». [Ipoiinsg cceuiky n ConoBKH,
Oy/lydd y>Xe OIBITHBIM 3aKJII0O4eHHBIM, B bammare H. AHuungepoB BrepBbie BHIHYKIEH ObLT
«o01IaThCs» ¢ BOpaMu 1 yOuiiaMu, 6aHIuTaMy 1 HACHIIBHUKAMH; HE IIPOCTO JKUTh OOK 0 OOK
C HUMH, A MBITATHCA MPOTUBOCTOATH UX IPABWIAM U 3aKOHAM, COXPaHssl CBOE YEJIOBEYECKOE
JOCTOMHCTBO. B 3THX BapBapckux, Mo cyTH, ycioBusx H. AHundepoB numier no 1sa nuckMa
B HEJICIJIIO CBOEH KEHE, U 3Ta IIEPEINCKA CTajla «CIAacaTeIbHbIM KPYTOM», €ro JINYHOM «aHLU-
(bepoBckoit» crparerueit BbpkuBaHus: «/Jla, CoHIOIIKa, a YTO HU TOBOPH, KHBY-TO 51 BCE XKe
TBOMMHU TIMChbMaMH...» [2, ¢. 231].

Yuras narepuasie nucbma H. Anmdeposa, BIPYT, ¢ yAUBICHUEM, CMEHSIOIIEHCS Ipy-
CTBIO, 3aM€YaCIllb NIEPEKIINYKY C OYEHD ITOXOKUMU MBICIISIMU APYTOr0 UHTEILIUTEHTA, MOKET
OBITH CAMOTO M3BECTHOTO HA CETOMHSIIHHUMA JIeHb JarepHuka — Bapnama Illanamosa. [{is
B. IllanamoBa NpuHYIUTEIbHBIN pPaOCKU TPy B 1arepe — Benuvaiiiiee npecTyIUIeHUe po-
THUB Y€JI0BeUeCTBA. «l Op’KyCh, UTO PEIINI B CaMOM Hauaje, emie B 1937 rogy, 4To HUKOTIa He
Oyy Opuragupom, ecii Mosi BOJISI MOKET IMTPUBECTU K CMEPTH APYTOT0 YETIOBEKA — €CJIA MOSI
BOJIA JTOJDKHA CIIY’KUTh HayalbCTBY, YTHETas IPYIHX JIIOJEH — TaKUX K€ apeCTaHTOB, Kak
si»!, — Hanumer nocie ocBoooxaeHus B. [llanamor. H. AHindepoB 3aiiMeT TaKyro xKe 031-
nuto B sarepe. B nmuceme k Cobe AneKcaHIpOBHE OH KPAaTKO OTMETHII: «5l eBa He morali
B Opuranupsl. bpuragupcTBoBaTth MHE MPHUIILIOCH TOJBKO JAEHB, TaK KaK CTaporo opuraaupa
BepHYNH. S OueHb pajl, TaK KakK dTa JOJDKHOCTH HE [0 MOeMY XapakTtepy» [2, ¢. 198]. UtoOsl
MOHATH AyXoBHYI0 cuiy H. AHuudepoBa, KOTOpas CTOUT 32 STUMH CKYNBIMH U JOBOJBHO-
TaKU CyXMMH CJIOBaMH, HEOOXOAUMO OOBSICHUTD MOJIOKEHUE OPUraanpa B CII0KHON HepaAPXUH
JIar€pHOTI0 HacesleHus. bpuraaup — 3TO 3aKIIOYCHHBIM HA «IIPUBUIICTUPOBAHHOM I10JIOKE-
HUH, 3T0 rapantuposanHas 100% maiika 1 BO3MOXHOCTh U30€KaTh U3HYPUTEIIBHBIX OOIINX
paboT, 3T0 OIM30CTH K JIATEPHOM aIMUHUCTPAIIMHA CO BCEMU BHITCKAIOIIMMHU OJlaraMy B BUC
JIOTIOJTHUTEIBHOM MHCKH CyTa, JHUIIHEH mapbl Oenbsi, TermIon oaexasl u o0ysu. Ho Takas
«rpuBmierus» He s H. Aauudeposa u B. llanamoBa: B1acTs B yCIOBUSX paOCTBa HEMPH-
emsemMa i1 HUX. BO3MOXHO, MMEHHO 3TH XU3HECHHBIE YCTOU, BO3BEICHHBIC B IIPUHIIUII,
[IOMOIJIX HE CJIOMAThCs 3TUM JBYM MHTEJUIMTEHTAaM B PACTIIEBAIOIIMX AYLIY U TEJIO YCIOBUAX
JIar€pHOM JKU3HU.

[TpouuTHpOBaTh B TaHHOM CTAaThe BCE MBICIH 1 3MOITnH Hukomnas AHindepoBa HeBO3-
MOYKHO: 3TH [TUChbMa HAJI0 IPOYUTATH U, TOTPYKASACh B HUX, TOHATH U OCMBICIUTDH «OOJIBIIYIO
HCTOPHUIO» CTPAHbI CKBO3b MIPU3MY CYAbOBI OTHOTO YEJIOBEKA.

JlaHHO€ M3/1aHuE HEe IPOCTO COOPHUK MHCEM: PEIUCIOBUE, HATUCAHHOE OTBETCTBEH-
HeIM penaktopom Jl. C. MockoBckoi, moapoOHbIe KOMMEHTAPUH U3 O0JACTU JUTEPaTypHl,
UCTOPUU M KYJIBTYypOJIOTHH, Onorpaduyeckue CrpaBKi Ha BCE MEPCOHATNH, BCTPEUAIOLTHECS
B IIEPENNCKE, — BCE 3TO MMOJAHUMACT KHUT'Y HA YPOBEHb CEPbE3HEUIIIEIO HAYYHOTO UCCIIEN0-
BaHUs. DTOT TPy OyZeT HEBepoATHO BocTpeOoBaH cpeau uccienonareneit uctopuu I'YJIATa
U MaccoBBIX perpeccuid, a mucbMa Hukonast Anmudepona, 06e3ycIoBHO, CTaHYT OCHOBOM
MHOI'MX IIPOEKTOB MY3€HHO-MEMOPHUAIILHOMN ACSATEIBHOCTH.

Penensuto s xouy 3akoHuMTH ciaoBamu Bapmama Ilanamosa: «Jlarepnas tema, 31O
Takas TeMma, I BCTaHyT PsIOM U UM He Oy/leT TeCHO CTO Takux nucaresieid, kak Jles Ton-
ctoit» [4, c. 310]. U ¢ »TuM Henb3s HE COTIACUTHCS.

! URL: https://shalamov.ru/library/29/. (nara obpamenus: 12.10.2021).
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“YES, SONYUSHKA, AND SAY WHAT YOU WILL, I 'M ONLY
LIVING ON YOUR LETTERS...”: DAILY LIFE IN CAMP
AND SURVIVAL STRATEGY OF N. P. ANTSIFEROVA

(Review: Nikolai Antsiferov. “This is our life in letters”: Letters to family and friends
(1900 — 1950s). Moscow, New Literary Review, 2021. 640 P.)

Abstract: Camp letters are one of the most objective sources in the study of the GULAG
prisoners’ everyday life. On the basis of specific quotations from N.P. Antsiferov's letters,
the working and living conditions of the camp population of the Baikal-Amur ITL in
the late 1930s are considered; Antsiferov's testimonies are compared with the official
documentation of the NKVD and the GULAG. The author of the article compares the
way of thinking of Nikolai Antsiferov and Varlam Shalamov, as one of the most popular
writers about the life of prisoners in correctional labor camps. The article for the first
time gives an assessment of the N.P. Antsiferov's epistolary heritage in the study of the
history of the GULAG and political repression during the years of Stalin's rule.
Keywords: GULAG, prisoners, repression, daily life in camp, camp society, microhistory,
corrective-labor camp, forced labor, epistolary.
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